
1

CHARLES DICKENS

STUDY GUIDE
OLIVER
TWIST



2

The Count of Monte Cristo

Gulliver’s Travels

The Hound of the Baskervilles

The Jungle Book

The Last of the Mohicans

Oliver Twist

The Prince and the Pauper

The Three Musketeers

Development and Production: Laurel Associates, Inc.
Cover Art: Black Eagle Productions

Three Watson
Irvine, CA 92618-2767
E-Mail: info@sdlback.com
Website: www.sdlback.com

Copyright © 2001 by Saddleback Educational Publishing. All rights reserved. No part of this
book may be reproduced in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including
photocopying, recording, or by any information storage and retrieval system, without the
written permission of the publisher, with the exception below.

Pages labeled with the statement Saddleback Educational Publishing © 2001 are intended for
reproduction. Saddleback EducationalPublishing grants to individual purchasers of this book the
right to make sufficient copies of reproducible pages for use by all students of a single teacher. This
permission is limited to a single teacher, and does not apply to entire schools or school systems.

ISBN 1-56254-296-6

Printed in the United States of America
05 04 03 02 01 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1



3

Notes to the Teacher ........................... 4

Facts About the Author ....................... 5

Facts About the Times ........................ 6

Facts About the Characters ................. 6

Chapter Summaries ............................ 7

Answer Key ....................................... 9

Literary Glossary.............................. 12

CHAPTER EXERCISES

1 Words and Meanings, Ch. 1 ..... 14

2 Character Study, Ch. 1 ............. 15

3 Words and Meanings, Ch. 2 ..... 16

4 Sequence of Events, Ch. 2 ........ 17

5 Words and Meanings, Ch. 3 ..... 18

6 Figurative Language, Ch. 3 ...... 19

7 Words and Meanings, Ch. 4 ..... 20

8 Drawing Conclusions, Ch. 4 .... 21

9 Words and Meanings, Ch. 5 ..... 22

10 Comprehension Check, Ch. 5 ... 23

11 Words and Meanings, Ch. 6 ..... 24

12 Personalizing the Story, Ch. 6... 25

13 Figurative Language, Ch. 7 ...... 26

14 Words and Meanings, Ch. 7 ..... 27

15 Words and Meanings, Ch. 8 ..... 28

16 Comprehension Check, Ch. 8 ... 29

17 Words and Meanings, Ch. 9 ..... 30

18 Cause and Effect, Ch. 9 ............ 31

19 Words and Meanings, Ch. 10 ... 32

20 Comprehension Check, Ch. 10 . 33

21 Words and Meanings, Ch. 11.... 34

22 Characters’  Words and
Actions, Ch. 11 .................... 35

23 Words and Meanings, Ch. 12 ... 36

24 Who and Where, Ch. 12 ........... 37

END-OF-BOOK EXERCISES

25 Book Sequence ........................ 38

26 Final Exam, Part 1 ................... 39

26 Final Exam, Part 2 ................... 40

UNIVERSAL EXERCISES

27 Beyond the Text ....................... 41

28 Plot Study ................................ 42

29 Theme Analysis ....................... 43

30 Character Study ....................... 44

31 Vocabulary Study..................... 45

32 Glossary Study ........................ 46

33 Book Review, Part 1 ................ 47

33 Book Review, Part  2 ............... 48

CONTENTS



14

NAME DATE

Saddleback Educational Publishing © 2001 • Three Watson, Irvine, CA 92618 • Phone: (888) 735-2225 • Fax: (888) 734-4010 • www.sdlback.com

OLIVER TWIST • Chapter 1
WORDS AND MEANINGS

1

A. Use the clues to complete
the crossword puzzle.

ACROSS
2. Mrs. Sowerberry was

a short, ___ woman.
6. Mr. Bumble took Oliver

to live in the ___.
7. The same qualities can

be found in both a ___
and a charity boy.

8. Noah Claypole was called
“___” and looked down upon
by the other boys.

DOWN
1. Mr. Sowerberry worked as

an ___.
3. Oliver slept in a room where

___ were made.

4. In a workhouse, people ___
without pay.

5. Mr. Bumble was the parish ___.

B. Use words from the puzzle to complete the sentences.

1. In England, a ____________________ is a high-ranking gentleman such
as a baron or an earl.

2. A person who is much too thin might be described as ________________.

3. Painfully hard work is sometimes called ____________________.

4. A ____________________ is a low-ranking church official.

5. Poor children do not have to pay to attend a ____________________
school.

6. People who have died are buried in ____________________.

7. Someone who runs a funeral home might be called an
____________________.

8. Long ago, people were sent to a ____________________ if they had
no money to support themselves.
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A.  First unscramble the characters’ names. Then circle two words that
describe each character.

1. REV OI L S WI T T ______________________

unlucky proud cruel vulnerable

2. LYLAS ______________________

elderly vain alcoholic sickly

3. M R. MUBLEB ______________________

courageous overweight selfish holy

4. HO NA  PEALCLO Y ______________________

compassionate jealous nasty respectable

5. M R. REB R OW SERY ______________________

slender timid exceptional exhausted

6. TOT L A RC H E ______________________

refined obedient heartless generous

B. Use a character’s name to complete each sentence.

1. ______________________ gave Oliver some meat that the dog
hadn’t eaten.

2. ______________________ said the young woman who died
was found lying in the street.

3. ______________________ was a greedy man convinced of his own
importance.

4. ______________________ was sent by his mother to a charity school.

5. ______________________ didn’t like going to funerals.

6. ______________________ was given five pounds for taking Oliver
from the workhouse.




