
STUDY GUIDE

War of the
Worlds

H. G. WELLS

The

WarofWorlds SG  09/19/06  2:39 PM  Page 1



Development and Production: Laurel Associates, Inc.
Cover Art: Black Eagle Productions

Three Watson
Irvine, CA 92618-2767

E-Mail: info@sdlback.com
Website: www.sdlback.com

Copyright © 2003 by Saddleback Educational Publishing. All rights reserved. No part of
this book may be reproduced in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical,
including photocopying, recording, or by any information storage and retrieval system,
without the written permission of the publisher, with the exception below.

Pages labeled with the statement Saddleback Educational Publishing © 2003 are
intended for reproduction. Saddleback Educational Publishing grants to individual
purchasers of this book the right to make sufficient copies of reproducible pages for use by
all students of a single teacher. This permission is limited to a single teacher, and does not
apply to entire schools or school systems.

ISBN 1-56254-534-5

Printed in the United States of America

08 07 06 05 04 03   9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

The Adventures 
of Huckleberry Finn

The Adventures 
of Tom Sawyer

The Call of the Wild
A Christmas Carol

The Count of Monte Cristo
Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde

Dracula
Frankenstein

Great Expectations
Gulliver’s Travels

The Hound of 
the Baskervilles

The Hunchback 
of Notre Dame

Jane Eyre
The Jungle Book

The Last of the Mohicans
The Man in the Iron Mask

Moby Dick
Oliver Twist

Pride and Prejudice
The Prince and 

the Pauper
The Red Badge 

of Courage
Robinson Crusoe
The Scarlet Letter

Swiss Family Robinson
A Tale of Two Cities

The Three Musketeers
The Time Machine

Treasure Island
The War of the Worlds

White Fang

WarofWorlds SG  09/19/06  2:39 PM  Page 2



Notes to the Teacher  . . . . . . . . . . . 4

Facts About the Author  . . . . . . . . . 5

Facts About the Times  . . . . . . . . . 6

Facts About the Characters  . . . . . . 6

Chapter Summaries  . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

Answer Key  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10

Literary Glossary  . . . . . . . . . . . . 12

CHAPTER EXERCISES

1 Words and Meanings, Ch. 1 . . 14

2 Comprehension Check, Ch. 1 . . 15

3 Words and Meanings, Ch. 2 . . 16

4 Descriptive Words, Ch. 2 . . . 17

5 Words and Meanings, Ch. 3 . . 18

6 Cause and Effect, Ch. 3 . . . . 19

7 Synonyms & Antonyms, Ch. 4  . 20

8 Personalizing the Story, Ch. 4  . 21

9 Words and Meanings, Ch. 5 . . 22

10 Inference, Ch. 5  . . . . . . . . . 23

11 Words and Meanings, Ch. 6 . . 24

12 Verbs, Ch. 6  . . . . . . . . . . . . 25

13 Words and Meanings, Ch. 7 . . 26

14 Sequence of Events, Ch. 7 . . 27

15 Words and Meanings, Ch. 8 . . 28

16 Recalling Details, Ch. 8  . . . 29

17 Words and Meanings, Ch. 9 . . 30

18 What and Where, Ch. 9  . . . . 31

19 Words and Meanings, Ch. 10 . 32

20 Figurative Language, Ch. 10  . 33

21 Words and Meanings, Ch. 11 . 34

22 Descriptive Words, Ch. 11 . . 35

23 Words and Meanings,
Epilogue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .36

24 Comprehension Check,
Epilogue  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37

END-OF-BOOK EXERCISES

25 Book Sequence  . . . . . . . . . . 38

26 Final Exam, Part 1  . . . . . . . 39

26 Final Exam, Part 2  . . . . . . . 40

UNIVERSAL EXERCISES

27 Beyond the Text  . . . . . . . . . 41

28 Plot Study  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42

29 Theme Analysis . . . . . . . . . . 43

30 Character Study . . . . . . . . . . 44

31 Vocabulary Study  . . . . . . . . 45

32 Glossary Study  . . . . . . . . . . 46

33 Book Review, Part 1  . . . . . . 47

33 Book Review, Part  2 . . . . . . 48

CONTENTS

WarofWorlds SG  09/19/06  2:39 PM  Page 3



NAME ____________________________________ DATE _______________________

14 Saddleback Educational Publishing © 2003 • Three Watson, Irvine, CA 92618 • Phone: (888) 735-2225 • Fax: (888) 734-4010 • www.sdlback.com

THE WAR OF THE WORLDS • Chapter 1 1
WORDS AND MEANINGS

A. Use the clues to complete the crossword puzzle. 
Answers are words from Chapter 1.

ACROSS

2. too proud or conceited

7. a person or animal living
in a certain place

DOWN

1. plant life

3. low in quality or value

4. not clear or strong; weak

5. to move in a large group

6. the rate of speed at which someone
or something is moving

B. Circle a word to correctly complete each sentence.

1. Ogilvy showed me three ( brilliant / faint ) points of light.

2. The points of light were ( falling / hurtling ) through space.

3. We were being studied, just as we study creatures ( swarming / touring ) 
in a drop of water.

4. Across the ( gulf / gap ) of space, other minds were at work.

5. How could we on Earth be so ( vain / concerned ) and self-important?

6. Our own planet was green with ( legislation / vegetation ).

7. The cold had become a problem for the ( inhabitants / nourishment ).

8. They were moving at a ( race / pace ) of many miles a second.

9. The Martians must see us as ( superior  / inferior ) animals. 
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THE WAR OF THE WORLDS • Chapter 1 2
COMPREHENSION CHECK

Circle a letter to show how each sentence should be completed. Hint: In one
sentence, both choices are correct.

1. The planet Mars was
a. becoming too hot. b. slowly cooling.

2. The Martians saw people on Earth as
a. animals. b. microscopic.

3. For years, the Martians had been
a. preparing to take over our planet. b. destroying other planets.

4. For 10 nights, people on Earth
a. saw red flashes from Mars. b. heard signals from Mars.

5. People on Earth didn’t know
a. there was intelligent life b. life on Mars had died out 

on Mars. years ago.

6. The Martians wanted
a. to occupy a new planet. b. to use humans as slaves.

7. The Martian population was
a. growing older. b. growing too large.

8. Planet Earth was being
a. studied by the b. singled out as a place to 

Martians. attack.

9. It turned out that Martians were
a. more intelligent than humans. b. afraid of the dark.

10. People on Earth had no idea that
a. the Martians might be b. the Martian attack had been

a threat. canceled.

11. The narrator of the story was
a. a writer. b. an astronomer.
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